
 NMS Summer Reading 2022 7th Grade 
 We have put together a list of books that should be of high interest and appropriately challenging for incoming 

 seventh grade students.  While we encourage students to read regularly throughout the summer, students should 
 read at least one book from each of the two lists.  In September, all students will complete a quiz on the book of their 

 choice from  List A  and complete a project on the book  of their choice from  List B  . 

 Titles that are included in the 2022-2023  NMS Book Challenge are noted with **  after the title 

 7TH GRADE LIST A 
 (STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO READ AT LEAST ONE BOOK FROM THIS SECTION) 

 Akata Witch  by Nnedi Okorafor  -- Sunny discovers she  has magic powers but needs a crash course in spells and 
 juju to help her friends stop a killer, who has abilities much stronger than theirs. 

 Leviathan  by Scott Westerfeld -- In an alternate 1914  Europe, 15-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, running from the 
 Clanker Powers who are trying to take over the globe, forms an alliance with Deryn, who, disguised as a boy to join 
 the British Air Service, is learning to fly. 

 Black Radishes  by Susan Lynn Meyer -- Gustave, having  been forced to move from Paris to the countryside after 
 his parents decided it was not safe for Jews to live in the city during World War II, meets a Catholic girl named 
 Nicole, whose family is part of the French Resistance, and together they devise a plan to rescue his friend and 
 family members from the Nazi occupied territory. 

 Bread and Roses, Too  by Katherine Paterson -- Rosa’s  mother is singing again, for the first time since Papa died in 
 an accident in the mills. But instead of filling their apartment with lullabies, Mamma is out on the streets singing 
 union songs, and Rosa is terrified that her mother and sister, Anna, are endangering their lives by marching 
 against the corrupt mill owners. When Rosa is sent to Vermont with other children to live with strangers until the 
 strike is over, she fears she will never see her family again. Then, on the train, a boy begs her to pretend that he is 
 her brother. She agrees to protect him even though she suspects that he is hiding a secret. 

 �e Westing Game  by Ellen Raskin -- A bizarre chain  of events begins when sixteen unlikely people gather for the 
 reading of Samuel W. Westing’s will. And though no one knows why the eccentric, game-loving millionaire has 
 chosen a virtual stranger—and a possible murderer—to inherit his vast fortune, on things for sure: Sam Westing 
 may be dead…but that won’t stop him from playing one last game! 

 I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives  by Caitlin Alfrienka, Marta Ganda & Liz Welch  -- 
 Everyone in Caitlin's class wrote to an unknown student somewhere in a distant place. Martin was lucky to even 
 receive a pen-pal letter. That letter was the beginning of a correspondence that spanned six years and changed 
 two lives. In this compelling dual memoir, Caitlin and Martin recount how they became best friends, and better 
 people through their long-distance exchange. Their story will inspire you to look beyond your own life and wonder 
 about the world at large and your place in it. 

 �e Rock and the River  by Kekla Magoon --  In 1968  Chicago, thirteen-year-old Sam Childs is caught in a conflict 
 between his father's nonviolent approach to seeking civil rights for African Americans and his older brother, who 
 has joined the Black Panther Party.  Sam is faced with  a di�cult decision. Will he follow his father or his brother? 
 His mind or his heart? The rock or the river? 

 Fish in a Tree  by Lynda Mullaly Hunt --  Ally has  been smart enough to fool a lot of smart people. Every time she 
 lands in a new school, she is able to hide her inability to read by creating clever yet disruptive distractions.  She is 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 afraid to ask for help; after all, how can you cure dumb? However, her newest teacher Mr. Daniels sees the bright, 
 creative kid underneath the trouble maker. With his help, Ally learns not to be so hard on herself and that dyslexia is 
 nothing to be ashamed of. Ally discovers that there’s a lot more to her—and to everyone—than a label, and that great 
 minds don’t always think alike. 

 �e Great Unexpected  by Sharon Creech -- A story of  Sybil and Nula (now estranged sisters who grew up together 
 in Ireland) and Naomi and Lizzie (both orphans in present-day USA). Young Naomi is brimming with curiosity and 
 her best friend, Lizzie could talk the ears o� a cornfield. Naomi has a knack for being around when trouble 
 happens and knows all the peculiar people in town. But then, one day, a strangely charming Finn boy drops out of 
 a tree. And then a man appears, asking all kinds of questions. Curious surprises are revealed—three locked trunks, 
 a pair of rooks, a crooked bridge, and that boy—and soon Naomi and Lizzie find their lives changed forever. 

 Homecoming  by Cynthia Voigt --  “It’s still true.”  That’s the first thing James Tillerman says to his older sister, 
 Dicey, every morning. It’s still true that their mother has abandoned the four Tillermans in a mall parking lot 
 somewhere in the middle of Connecticut. It’s still true that they have to find their own way to Great-aunt Cilla’s 
 house in Bridgeport. It’s still true that they need to spend as little as possible on food and seek shelter anywhere 
 that is out of view of the authorities and that the only way they can hope to stay together is to just keep moving 
 forward. Deep down, Dicey hopes they can find someone to trust, but she’s afraid it’s just too much to hope for. 

 Listen, Slowly  by Thanhhà Lai --  Twelve-year-old Mai  is sick of being perfect and her straight A's and 
 extracurricular activities have gotten her a much unwanted trip to Vietnam with her family so she can learn more 
 about her roots. But as time goes on, Mai grows closer to her family and she begins to understand her culture. 

 7TH GRADE LIST B 
 (STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO READ AT LEAST ONE BOOK FROM THIS SECTION) 

 Books in this section are organized by genre. 

 FANTASY/SCIENCE FICTION 

 Field Guide to the Supernatural Universe**  by Alyson  Noel- -  When he first started seeing ghosts, Max  mistakenly 
 assumed everyone else could see them, too. Now, after years of being blamed for the pranks of mischievous spirits, 
 Max is determined to do whatever it takes to make himself normal. But when he’s sent to spend the summer with 
 his eccentric grandfather, Ramhart, being normal becomes impossible. Here in Glimmerville, bakeries sell 
 enchanted pies, the lake is infested with mermaids, the town’s beloved ghosts roam free, and Ramhart himself is 
 celebrated as the world’s most famous monster hunter. At first, all Max wants is to survive the summer, but the 

 more time he spends in Glimmerville, the more he starts to wonder if he’s finally found a place where he can truly be 
 himself. 

 Bloom  by Kenneth Oppal-  The invasion begins—but  not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. Rain that carries 
 seeds. Seeds that sprout—overnight, everywhere. These new plants take over crop fields, twine up houses, and 
 burrow below streets. They bloom—and release toxic pollens. They bloom—and form Venus flytrap-like pods that 
 swallow animals and people. They bloom—everywhere, unstoppable.  Or are they? Three kids on a remote island 
 seem immune to the toxic plants. Anaya, Petra, Seth. They each have strange allergies—and yet  not  to these  plants. 
 What's their secret? Can they somehow be the key to beating back   this invasion? They'd better figure it out fast, 

 because it's starting to rain again.... 

 Good Dog  by Dan Gemeinhart --  Brodie was a good dog.  And good dogs go to heaven. Except Brodie can't move on 
 just yet. As wonderful as his glimpse of the afterlife is, he can't forget the boy he left behind. The boy he loved, and 
 who's still in danger. So Brodie breaks the rules of heaven. He returns to Earth as a spirit and is determined to find 
 his boy and to save him. Even if it costs him paradise. Even if he loses his eternal soul. Because it's what a good 
 dog would do. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 �e Graveyard Book  by Neil Gaiman -- Nobody Owens,  known to his friends as Bod, is a perfectly normal boy. 
 Well, he would be perfectly normal if he didn't live in a graveyard, being raised and educated by ghosts, with a 
 solitary guardian who belongs to neither the world of the living nor the world of the dead. There are dangers and 
 adventures for Bod in the graveyard: the strange and terrible menace of the Sleer; a gravestone entrance to a 
 desert that leads to the city of ghouls; friendship with a witch, and so much more. 

 Sweep: A Story Of A Girl And Her Monster  by Jonathan  Auxier -- For nearly a century, Victorian London relied on 
 "climbing boys"--orphans owned by chimney sweeps--to clean flues and protect homes from fire. The work was 
 hard, thankless and brutally dangerous. Eleven-year-old Nan Sparrow is quite possibly the best climber who ever 
 lived--and a girl. With her wits and will, she's managed to beat the deadly odds time and time again. 
 But when Nan gets stuck in a deadly chimney fire, she fears her time has come. Instead, she wakes to find herself 
 in an abandoned attic. And she is not alone. Huddled in the corner is a mysterious creature--a golem--made from 

 ash and coal. This is the creature that saved her from the fire.  Sweep  is the story of a girl and her  monster. Together, 
 these two outcasts carve out a life together--saving one another in the process. 

 Pax  by Sarah Pennypacker --  Pax was only a kit when  his family was killed, and “his boy” Peter rescued him from 
 abandonment and certain death. Now the war front approaches, and when Peter’s father enlists, Peter has to move 
 in with his grandpa. Far worse than being forced to leave home is the fact that Pax can’t go. Peter listens to his 
 stern father—as he usually does—and throws Pax’s favorite toy soldier into the woods. When the fox runs to 
 retrieve it, Peter and his dad get back in the car and leave him there—alone. But before Peter makes it through 
 even one night under his grandfather’s roof, regret and duty spur him to action; he packs for a trek to get his best 

 friend back and sneaks into the night. This is the story of Peter, Pax, and their independent struggles to return to one 
 another against all odds. Told from the alternating viewpoints of Peter and Pax. 

 HISTORICAL FICTION 

 Freewater**  by Amina Luqman-Dawson-  Under the cover  of night, twelve-year-old Homer flees Southerland 
 Plantation with his little sister Ada, unwillingly leaving their beloved mother behind. Much as he adores her and 
 fears for her life, Homer knows there’s no turning back, not with the overseer on their trail. Through tangled 
 vines, secret doorways, and over a sky bridge, the two find a secret community called Freewater, deep in the 
 swamp. In this society created by formerly enslaved people and some freeborn children, Homer finds new 
 friends, almost forgetting where he came from. But when he learns of a threat that could destroy Freewater, he 

 crafts a plan to find his mother and help his new home. 

 War and Millie McGonigle-  by Karen Cushman--  Millie  McGonigle lives in sunny California, where her days are 
 filled with beach and surf. It should be perfect--but times are tough. Hitler is attacking Europe and it looks like 
 the United States may be going to war. Food is rationed and money is tight. And Millie's sickly little sister gets all 
 the attention and couldn't be more of a pain if she tried. It's all Millie can do to stay calm and feel in control. 
 Still--there's sand beneath her feet. A new neighbor from the city, who has a  lot  to teach Millie. And  surfer boy 
 Rocky to admire--even if she doesn't have the guts to talk to him. It's a time of sunshine, siblings, and stress. Will 
 Millie be able to find her way in her family, and keep her balance as the world around her loses its own? 

 Lifeboat 12  by Susan Hood  --  With Nazis bombing  London every night,  thirteen-year-old Ken escapes aboard 
 the  SS City of Benares  to safety in Canada. Life aboard  the luxury ship is grand and after five days at sea, the ship’s 
 o�cers announce that they’re out of danger. They’re wrong. Late that night, an explosion hurls Ken from his 
 bunk. After being torpedoed, the  Benares  is sinking  fast. Terrified, Ken scrambles aboard Lifeboat 12 with five 
 other boys. Will they survive? Based on true events and real people. 

 �e Length Of A String  by Elissa Brent Weissman  --  Imani knows exactly what she wants as her big bat mitzvah gift: to 
 meet her birth parents. She loves her family and her Jewish community in Baltimore, but she has always wondered where 
 she came from, especially since she's black and almost everyone she knows is white. WhenImani's great-grandma Anna 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 passes away, Imani discovers an old diary among her books. It's Anna's diary from 1941, the year she was twelve, the year 
 she fled Nazi- occupied Luxembourg alone, sent by her parents to seek refuge in Brooklyn. Written as a series of letters to 
 the twin sister she had to leave behind, Anna's diary records her journey to America and her new life with an adopted 
 family. Anna's diary and Imani's birth parent search intertwine to tell the story of two girls, each searching for family and 
 identity in her own time and in her own way. 

 �e Lions of Little Rock  by Kristine Levine -- As  twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it 
 feels like her whole world is falling apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. But when Liz leaves school 
 without even a good-bye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. 
 She just wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take on segregation and the 
 dangers their friendship could bring to both their families. 

 Wolf Hollow  by Lauren Wolk -- Growing up in the  shadows cast by two world wars, Annabelle has lived a mostly 
 quiet, steady life in her small Pennsylvania town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. 
 Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and while her bullying seems isolated at first, things 
 quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a target of her attacks. While others have always 
 seen Toby’s strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. She will soon need to find the courage to stand as a lone 
 voice of justice as tensions mount. 

 MYSTERY/ADVENTURE 

 Consider the Octopus**  by Norah Raleigh Baskin-  Jerem  y  “JB” Barnes is looking forward to spending the summer 
 before seventh grade hanging on the beach. But his mother, a scientist, has called for him to join her aboard a 
 research ship where, instead, he’ll spend his summer seasick and bored as he stares out at the endless plastic, 
 microbeads, and other floating debris, both visible and not, that make up the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. Miles 
 and miles away, twelve-year-old Sidney Miller is trying to come up with an alternate activity worthy of convincing 

 her overprotective parents that she can skip summer camp. When Jeremy is asked to find the contact information for a 
 list of important international scientists and invite them to attend a last-minute Emergency Global Summit, he's excited 
 to have a chance to actually do something that matters to the mission. How could he know that the Sidney Miller he 
 messages is not the famous marine biologist he has been tasked with contacting, but rather a girl making podcasts from 
 her bedroom―let alone that she would want to sneak aboard the ship? 

 Beyond �e Bright Sea  by Lauren Wolk -- Twelve-year-old  Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, isolated piece 
 of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth Islands in Massachusetts. Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was 
 just hours old, Crow has always been curious about the world around her, but it isn’t until the night a mysterious 
 fire appears across the water that the unspoken question of her own history forms in her heart. Soon, an 
 unstoppable chain of events is triggered, leading Crow down a path of discovery and danger. 

 �e Blackthorn Key  by Kevin Sands -- Following a  series of murders, an apothecary’s apprentice must solve 
 puzzles and decipher codes in pursuit of a secret that could destroy the world. When a mysterious cult begins to 
 prey on London’s apothecaries, the trail of murders grows closer and closer to Blackthorn’s shop. With time 
 running out, Christopher must use every skill he’s learned to discover the key to a terrible secret with the power 
 to tear the world apart. 

 �e London Eye Mystery  by Siobhan Dowd -- Ted and  Kat watched their cousin Salim board the London Eye, but 
 after half an hour it landed and everyone trooped o�—except Salim. Where could he have gone? How on earth 
 could he have disappeared into thin air? Ted and his older sister, Kat, become sleuthing partners, since the police 
 are having no luck. Despite their prickly relationship, they overcome their di�erences to follow a trail of clues 
 across London in a desperate bid to find their cousin. And ultimately it comes down to Ted, whose brain works in 
 its own very unique way, to find the key to the mystery. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 Not If I Save Your First  by Ally Carter  --  Maddie thought she and Logan would be friends forever. But when 
 your dad is a Secret Service agent and your best friend is the president's son, sometimes life has other plans. 
 Before she knows it, Maddie's dad is dragging her to a cabin in the middle of the Alaskan wilderness. All is fine 
 until Logan shows up six years later and Maddie wants to kill him. But before that can happen, an assailant 
 appears out of nowhere, knocking Maddie o� a cli� and dragging Logan to some unknown fate. Maddie still 
 really wants to kill Logan. But she has to save him first. 

 NONFICTION 

 Murder on the Baltimore Express**  by Suzanne Jurmain–  I  n February 1861 newly elected President Abraham 
 Lincoln set out on a triumphant 2,000 mile cross-country railroad trip that would take him to his inauguration in 
 Washington, D.C. At the same time, a band of fanatic southern Confederate sympathizers decided to stop Lincoln 
 from reaching Washington and taking o�ce. Furious because the new president's desire to end slavery threatened 
 their way of life, they devised a secret plan: Lincoln would be murdered by an assassin's bullet in Baltimore. But as 
 rushing railway trains carried Abraham Lincoln towards death, Detective Allan Pinkerton learned of the plot-and 

 set out to save the president. Dive into this incredibly fun and suspenseful true story and learn what other history books 
 never told you: the secret of Lincoln's great escape. 

 Fallout: Spies, Superbombs, and the Ultimate Cold War Showdown**  by Steve Sheinkin–  As World War II  comes to a 
 close, the United States and the Soviet Union emerge as the two greatest world powers on extreme opposites of the 
 political spectrum. After the United States showed its hand with the atomic bomb in Hiroshima, the Soviets refuse 
 to be left behind. With communism sweeping the globe, the two nations begin a neck-and-neck competition to 
 build even more destructive bombs and conquer the Space Race. In their battle for dominance, spy planes fly above, 
 armed submarines swim deep below, and undercover agents meet in the dead of night. The Cold War game grows 

 more precarious as weapons are pointed towards each other, with fingers literally on the trigger. The decades-long 
 showdown culminates in the Cuban Missile Crisis, the world's close call with the third―and final―world war. 

 �e Whydah: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked and Found  by Martin W. Sandler-  The 1650s to the 1730s marked  the 
 golden age of piracy, when fearsome pirates like Blackbeard ruled the waves, seeking not only treasure but also 
 large and fast ships to carry it. The Whydah was just such a ship, built to ply the Triangular Trade route, which it 
 did until one of the greediest pirates of all, Black Sam Bellamy, commandeered it. Filling the ship to capacity with 
 treasure, Bellamy hoped to retire with his bounty — but in 1717 the ship sank in a storm o� Cape Cod. For more 

 than two hundred years, the wreck of the Whydah (and the riches that went down with it) eluded treasure seekers, until 
 the ship was finally found in 1984 by marine archaeologists. The artifacts brought up from the ocean floor are priceless, 
 both in value and in the picture they reveal of life in that much-mythologized era, changing much of what we know 
 about pirates. 

 �e Day �e World Came To Town: 9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland  by Jim DeFede -- When thirty-eight jetliners 
 bound for the United States were forced to land in Gander, Newfoundland, on September 11, 2001, due to the closing 
 of United States airspace, the citizens of this small community were called upon to come to the aid of more than six 
 thousand displaced travelers. 

 Roses and Radicals: �e Epic Story of How American Women Won �e Right To Vote  by Susan Zimet --  The  United 
 States of America is almost 250 years old, but American women won the right to vote less than a hundred years ago. 
 The leaders of the su�rage movement are heroes who were fearless in the face of ridicule, arrest, imprisonment, and 
 even torture. Many of them devoted themselves to the cause knowing they wouldn't live to cast a ballot. The story of 

 women's su�rage is epic, frustrating, and as complex as the women who fought for it. 

 Shipwreck at the Bottom of the World: �e Extraordinary True Story of Shackleton and the Endurance  by Jennifer 
 Armstrong  -- Describes the 1914 Shackleton Antarctic  expedition and how the ship, Endurance, was trapped for 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 months, then crushed, forcing the men to make a long, perilous journey across ice and stormy seas to reach inhabited 
 land. 

 REALISTIC FICTION 

 Omar Rising**  by Aisha Saeed–  Omar knows his scholarship  to Ghalib Academy Boarding School is a game 
 changer, providing him—the son of a servant—with an opportunity to improve his station in life. He can't wait to 
 experience all the school has to o�er, especially science club and hopefully the soccer team; but when he arrives, 
 his hopes are dashed. First-year scholarship students aren't allowed to join clubs or teams—and not only that, they 
 have to earn their keep doing menial chores. At first Omar is dejected—but then he gets angry when he learns 
 something even worse—the school deliberately "weeds out" kids like him by requiring them to get significantly 

 higher grades than kids who can pay tuition, making it nearly impossible for scholarship students to graduate. It's a 
 good thing that in his favorite class, he’s learned the importance of being stubbornly optimistic. So with the help of his 
 tight knit new group of friends—and with the threat of expulsion looming over him—he sets out to do what seems 
 impossible: change a rigged system. 

 Too Bright to See**  by Kyle Luko�- It's the summer  before middle school and eleven-year-old Bug's best friend 
 Moira has decided the two of them need to use the next few months to prepare. For Moira, this means figuring out 
 the right clothes to wear, learning how to put on makeup, and deciding which boys are cuter in their yearbook 
 photos than in real life. But none of this is all that appealing to Bug, who doesn't particularly want to spend more 
 time trying to understand how to be a girl. Besides, there's something more important to worry about: A ghost is 

 haunting Bug's eerie old house in rural Vermont...and maybe haunting Bug in particular. As Bug begins to untangle the 
 mystery of who this ghost is and what they're trying to say, an altogether di�erent truth comes to light--Bug is 
 transgender. 

 Wink  by Rob Harrell  --  A hilarious and heart wrenching  story about surviving middle school--and an unthinkable 
 diagnosis--while embracing life's weirdness. Ross Maloy just wants to be a normal seventh grader. He doesn't want 
 to lose his hair, or wear a weird hat, or deal with the disappearing friends who don't know what to say to "the cancer 
 kid." But with his recent diagnosis of a rare eye cancer, blending in is o� the table. Based on Rob Harrell's real life 
 experience, and packed with comic panels and spot art, this incredibly personal and poignant novel is an 
 unforgettable, heartbreaking, hilarious, and uplifting story of survival and finding the music, magic, and laughter in 
 life's weirdness. 

 �e Line Tender  by Kate Allen --  Wherever the sharks  led, Lucy Everhart’s marine-biologist mother was sure to 
 follow. In fact, she was on a boat far o� the coast of Massachusetts, preparing to swim with a Great White, when 
 she died suddenly. Lucy was eight. Since then Lucy and her father have done OK—thanks in large part to her best 
 friend, Fred, and a few close friends and neighbors. But June of her twelfth summer brings more than the end of 
 school and a heat wave to sleepy Rockport. On one steamy day, the tide brings a Great White—and then another 
 tragedy, cutting short a friendship everyone insists was “meaningful” but no one can tell Lucy what it all meant. To 

 survive the fresh wave of grief, Lucy must grab the line that connects her depressed father, a stubborn fisherman, and a 
 curious old widower to her mother’s unfinished research. If Lucy can find a way to help this unlikely quartet follow the 
 sharks her mother loved, she’ll finally be able to look beyond what she’s lost and toward what’s left to be discovered  . 

 Another Kind Of Hurricane  by Tamara Ellis Smith --  A hurricane, a tragic death, two boys, one marble. How they 
 intertwine is at the heart of this beautiful, poignant book. When ten-year-old Zavion loses his home in Hurricane 
 Katrina, he and his father are forced to flee to Baton Rouge. And when Henry, a ten-year-old boy in northern 
 Vermont, tragically loses his best friend, Wayne, he flees to ravaged New Orleans to help with hurricane relief 
 e�orts—and to search for a marble that was in the pocket of a pair of jeans donated to the Red Cross. 

 �e Ethan I Was Before  by Ali Standish -- Ethan had  been many things. He was always ready for adventure and 
 always willing to accept a dare, especially from his best friend, Kacey. But that was before. Before the accident that 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 took Kacey from him. Before his family moved from Boston to the small town of Palm Knot, Georgia. Palm Knot may be 
 tiny, but it’s the home of possibility and second chances. It’s also home to Coralee, a girl with a big personality and even 
 bigger stories. Coralee may be just the friend Ethan needs, except Ethan isn’t the only one with secrets. Coralee’s are 
 catching up with her, and what she’s hiding might be putting both their lives at risk. 

 Finding Perfect  by Elly Swartz-- Molly Nathans is  striving for perfection in her 12-year-old life. She is an excellent 
 slam poet and plans to prove it to her school by winning the regional competition. She's also hoping to prove it to 
 her mother, who has left the family for a job in Toronto. As if her absent mother isn't enough of a worry, Molly 
 becomes aware that her compulsion to count by fours and line up her figurines with a ruler is getting out of hand. 
 With middle school friendships and family relationships at its heart, this novel o�ers an empathetic guide to coping 
 with a mental health issue. 

 Genesis Begins Again  - by Alicia D. Williams -- After  being evicted, Genesis and her mom have to stay with her 
 grandma who is always haranguing her Mom to leave her Dad. But things aren’t all bad. Genesis actually likes her 
 new school. Her choir teacher says she is talented, and she even encourages Genesis to join the talent show. But 
 how can Genesis believe anything her teacher says when her dad tells her the exact opposite? How can she stand up 
 in front of all those people with her dark skin knowing even her own family thinks less of her because of it? 

 Hello, Universe  by Erin Entrada Kelly-- One day,  four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy 
 and kind-hearted. Valencia Somerset,  is deaf, smart, brave, and secretly lonely. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed 
 psychic, whose little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just 
 stop being so di�erent so he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls a prank 
 that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, and Valencia on an 
 epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from the universe, a rescue is 
 performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship blooms. 

 House Arrest  by K.A. Holt -- Timothy is on probation.  It's a strange word—something that happens to other kids, to 
 delinquents, not to kids like him. And yet, he is under house arrest for the next year. He must check in weekly with a 
 probation o�cer and a therapist, and keep a journal for an entire year. When he must take drastic measures to help 
 his struggling family, staying out of trouble proves more di�cult than Timothy ever thought it would be. How can he 
 find redemption as he navigates life with a sick brother, a grieving mother, and one tough probation o�cer? 

 Just Like Jackie  by Lindsey Stoddard -- For as long  as Robinson Hart can remember, it’s just been her and 
 Grandpa, who’s memory has been getting so bad that he sometimes can’t even remember Robbie’s name. She’s sure 
 that she’s making things worse by getting in trouble at school, but she can’t resist using her fists when bullies make 
 fun of her for not having a mom. Now she’s stuck in group guidance. There’s no way Robbie’s going to open up 
 about her life to some therapy group. Besides, if she told anyone how forgetful Grandpa’s been getting lately, they’d 

 take her away from him. He’s the only family she has—and it’s up to her to keep them together, no matter what. 

 Lights, Camera, Disaster  by Erin Dionne -- Hester  Greene loves making movies. With her camera in hand, she can 
 focus, make decisions, and have the control she lacks in life, where her executive function disorder sabotages her 
 every move.  But middle school is not a movie, and if her last-ditch attempt to save her language-arts grade doesn't 
 work, Hess could lose her friends, her year, even her camera. By thinking outside the frame, she just might craft a 
 whole new ending.  Written partially in script form, with STOP/PAUSE/PLAY/REWIND moments throughout, this 
 story will speak to any budding filmmaker, or unintentional troublemaker, in every act of their lives. 

 Lucky Broken Girl  by Ruth Behar -- Ruthie Mizrahi  and her family recently emigrated from Castro’s Cuba to New 
 York City. Just when she’s finally beginning to gain confidence in her mastery of English—and enjoying her reign as 
 her neighborhood’s hopscotch queen—a horrific car accident leaves her in a body cast and confined her to her bed 
 for a long recovery. As Ruthie’s world shrinks because of her inability to move, her powers of observation and her 
 heart grow larger and she comes to understand how fragile life is, how vulnerable we all are as human beings, and 
 how friends, neighbors, and the power of the arts can sweeten even the worst of times. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 



 Maybe He Just Likes You  by Barbara Dee --  For seventh  grader Mila, it starts with an unwanted hug on the school blacktop.
 The next day, it’s another hug. A smirk. Comments. It all feels…weird. According to her friend Zara, Mila is being immature, 
 overreacting. Doesn’t she know what flirting looks like? But it keeps happening, despite Mila’s protests. On the bus, in the 
 halls. Even during band practice-the one time Mila could always escape to her “blue-sky” feeling. It seems like the boys are 
 EVERYWHERE. And it doesn’t feel like flirting–so what is it? Mila starts to gain confidence when she enrolls in karate class. 

 But her friends still don’t understand why Mila is making such a big deal about the boys’ attention. When Mila is finally 
 pushed too far, she realizes she can’t battle this on her own–and finds help in some unexpected places. 

 Rebound  by Kwame Alexander -- Before Josh and Jordan  Bell were streaking up and down the court, their father 
 was learning his own moves. In this prequel to Newbery Medal winner  �e Crossover,  Chuck Bell takes center  stage, 
 as readers get a glimpse of his childhood and during one pivotal summer when young Charlie is sent to stay with his 
 grandparents where he discovers basketball and learns more about his family's past. 

 �e Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise  by Dan Gemeinhart  --  Coyote and her dad, Rodeo, have lived on the 
 road in an old school bus, criss-crossing the nation for five years. It's also how long ago Coyote lost her mom and 
 two sisters in a car crash. Coyote hasn’t been home in all that time, but when she learns that the park in her old 
 neighborhood is being demolished―the very same park where she, her mom, and her sisters buried a treasured 
 memory box―she devises an elaborate plan to get her dad to drive 3,600 miles back to Washington state in four 
 days...without him realizing it. Along the way, they'll pick up a strange crew of misfit travelers and over the course 

 of thousands of miles, Coyote will learn that going home can sometimes be the hardest journey of all. 

 �e Running Dream  by Wendelin Van Draanen -- Jessica  thinks her life is over when she loses a leg in a car accident. She's 
 not comforted by the news that she'll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you 
 live to run? As she struggles to cope with crutches and a first cyborg-like prosthetic, Jessica feels oddly both in the spotlight 
 and invisible. People who don't know what to say, act like she's not there. Which she could handle better if she weren't now 
 keenly aware that she'd done the same thing herself to a girl with CP named Rosa. A girl who is going to tutor her through 
 all the math she's missed. A girl who sees right into the heart of her. With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her 

 track teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run again. But that's not enough for her now. She doesn't just want to cross 
 finish lines herself—she wants to take Rosa with her. 

 All descriptions taken from OCLN, Accelerated Reader, Goodreads or Amazon. 


